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Celebrating 50 years of giving
Columbus Community Club discussed the idea of creating a United
Fund to serve the Columbus area. It
was soon decided that for the effort
to be successful many organizations
within the community would need to
be involved. Members of the Community Club reached out to other organizations in the area, to see if they
would like to sponsor individuals to
help in creating the Fund.
Paul Smith, who at the time was
chairman of the Community Club, led
the effort to assemble the organizational meeting and group. It was decided that a public meeting would be
held at the V.F.W. Building on June
24, 1958, at 8 PM. An announcement
went out in the Gazette, in the June
19th issue inviting everyone to the
meeting. This announcement tried to
explain the purpose of the new group,
and why it was so important for the
community:
“It’s a once a year campaign to
include most local youth, health and
welfare agencies, and to do away with
many appeals and door-bell campaigns throughout the year.”
“Constant solicitations for charities are fast becoming a plague to almost every community and it is to
remedy this situation that the new
local organization is being set up.”
On that June evening fifteen individuals representing twelve different community organizations, set forward in creating The United Fund of
Columbus Junction. The organizations represented were as follows:
The Columbus Community Club,
represented by Paul Smith and Lee
Huston; The Columbus Business
Women, represented by Wilma
Roundy and Nell Weber; The Jaycees, represented by Raymond
Hendrickson and Robert Fulton; The
American Legion, represented by
Earl Schlutz; The American Legion
Auxiliary, represented by Wilma
Henson; Veterans of Foreign Wars,
represented by Robert Crooks; Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary, represented by Jane Gabriel; The HalfHour Club, represented by Connie
Ford; P.E.O., represented by Hope
Dunn; TTT, represented by Jocelyn
Pedersen; Today’s Club, represented
by Anne Lowe; and the Columbus
City Improvement Club, represented
by Vera Coon. These fifteen community minded individuals would all
serve as the original board of directors, only Raymond Hendrickson is
still with us today.
The officer elections of the first
meeting would see the following slate
of officers elected:
President, Paul Smith; Vice President, Lee Huston; Secretary, Jane
Gabriel; Treasurer, Raymond
Hendrickson. As a little side note of
the importance to always showing up
to meetings (Quoted from the original minutes):
“Nominations for treasurer:
Raymond Hendrickson nominated by
Hope Dunn. Raymond Hendrickson
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DES MOINES – Lt. Governor
Patty Judge planned to travel
through southern Iowa on December 7th and 8th to visit projects that
will benefit from the I-JOBS initiative, however her trip was cancelled due to weather issues. IJOBS is the Culver/Judge
Administration’s $830 million initiative to rebuild infrastructure,
create jobs, and stimulate the
economy.
The Lt. Governor was to visit
projects in Indianola, Creston and
Ottumwa on December 7, and Fort
Madison, West Burlington, Mount
Pleasant and Letts on December 8.
Governor Judge hoped to promote the Culver/Judge I-JOBS Initiative with a visit to Letts. The
City of Letts will receive $400,000
for a new facility to house the library, community center and city
hall.
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By Frank Best
On June 24, 1958 the Columbus
Junction/Columbus City United
Fund took its first steps as an organization. Over the past half decade
this entity has come to touch the lives
of thousands in and around Columbus Junction. The original ideals that
motivated the founders to create the
fund have changed some over the
years however; the fruits of their
original efforts still benefit this community.
The birth of our United Fund was
part of a national trend. The idea of
“United Funds” can be found as far
back as the 1880’s. At that time,
many different charitable organizations worked hard to help those less
fortunate. The competition for donations left American workers deluged
with constant requests. With the
hopes of stopping the competition
between organizations, the idea of a
single yearly fund drive, which
would split profits between all the
participating groups, had its birth
around the country.
When America entered WWI,
the movement was stepped up. The
war created a need for community
organizations to collect money to
help with the war effort. After the
war, many of these groups decided
that the idea that worked so well to
raise funds for the war efforts could
also be used to help the communities in a time of peace. “Community
Chests” were created around the
country, using the yearly drive to provide funds for charitable organizations that would service the community. Larger national charitable organizations did not see the need to participate in these community chests,
and so kept up their usual practice
of soliciting money year round.
As this practice moved farther
into the 20th century, many workers
started to become more and more
annoyed at the constant barrage of
requests for helping and giving. The
problem had become so bad in the
federal workforce that in 1957 President Eisenhower formalized a program of giving by Executive Order
10728, which consolidated charitable drives into three on-the-job
campaigns a year. He also created
tough eligibility criteria for organizations wanting to participate in the
campaigns.
By mid century, several communities in our area had been using the
United Fund or Community Chest
idea for a number of years. Folks in
the Columbus Community saw the
advantages of trimming the time and
waste off of fund raising for the
community’s charitable programs.
Another big benefit of this idea was
the ability to give money to organizations they felt needed it the most:
the sense of the community directing the use of its own monies to
where it was most needed to. The
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Due to the snowstorm, Columbus City Family Night has been
changed from tonight to Wednesday, December 16th from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m. at the Columbus Masonic Lodge.

Blood checks at Senior Center
Colonial Manor will be doing blood pressure and blood sugar checks
on December 10th at the Columbus Senior Center from 8:00 a.m. to
9:30 a.m.
unanimously elected as treasurer.
Raymond not being present, he will
be notified.”
Attorney Russell Newell presented the new board with Articles of
Incorporation and a set of by-laws.
Within the by-laws it was explained
how the new organization would
function. Three main committees
were created to keep the organization
along its main path:
1. The Budget and Admissions
Committee, whose job it would be to
recommend charitable organizations
to the fund and also to decide how
much would be allocated to those
organizations in the up-coming year.
2. The Public Information Committee, whose job it would be to be
the public face of the committee:
Writing press releases and all information distributed about the committee to the public.
3. The Campaign Committee,
whose job it would be to organize and
conduct the annual fund drive.
With all the major components in
place for the organization to operate,
the task of deciding who would benefit from the first fund drive was
turned over to the Budget and Nominations Committee to review and report back to the group in August. A
call was put out to the charitable organizations, operating charitable
drives in the community that the new
United Fund would begin fund raising efforts soon. All who wished to
receive support were asked to submit a request to be part of year’s fund
drive. When the August meeting arrived, it was discussed which organizations would benefit from the fund’s
efforts in the coming year. It was decided that night that ten organizations
would be the beneficiaries of the
Fund’s initial efforts: The American
Red Cross, The Girl Scouts, The Boy
Scouts, Y-Teens, Salvation Army, Sister Kenny Fund, Iowa United Fund,
Muscular Dystrophy, Cerebral Palsy
and The Iowa Retarded Children
Fund.
Also it was decided that a miscellaneous fund should be set in reserve, for local charities and administration costs related to the group’s
activities. It was determined that a
budget of $2,500 should take care of
all the needs for the first year. This
now meant the new group had a goal.
The next step would be to make sure
they could raise the money that would
allow them to fund all the groups they
wanted to help for the year. Heading
that Committee was Mrs. Wilma

Roundy.
When September rolled around
the Campaign Committee was hard
at work preparing people in the community for this new fund raising
drive, letting them know what was
about to happen. They emphasized
how important it would be to so many
different groups for folks to show as
much support as they possibly could.
October 20, 1958 kicked off the effort with the campaign slogan of
“GO” (Give Once). Articles in the
paper each week reminded folks that
giving had just become easier. It was
declared this new method of fund
raising would cut down waste and the
cost of previous year-round campaigns.
In an October 9, 1958 article in
the Gazette, it is recorded that the
Fund’s first contributor was Mrs.
Jennie Blake, who was from Columbus Junction but was living in
Muscatine at the time.
“In a letter to Mrs. B.O. Roundy,
accompanied by a very generous
check, she writes in part: Dear Sime:
Am sending you some money for
your community drive as I feel I still
belong with you folks in Columbus
Junction, more than any place.”
As the first drive of the new
United Fund came to a close organizers were pleased not only to meet
the goal that had been set, but to surpass it. This allowed for checks to
be written to area organizations as
well as for a reserve fund to be set
up for natural disasters or unexpected
relief efforts that might come up locally. The idea of the community
coming together to create one fund
for various efforts was off to a successful start.
Fifty years later it can be stated
that the idea of a United Fund for
Columbus Junction has passed the
test of time. The current board: Phil
Kaalberg, Tessa Pugh, John Carpenter, Carlotta Ramirez and Sue
O’Donnell with help from Mallory
Smith and Nitza Lopez Castillo encourage community members to give
once (or 12, 26 or 52 times through
payroll deductions). Because of the
generosity of local businesses and
individuals United Fund distributes
over $20,000 annually to community
groups.
United Fund has touched many
lives over the years and will continue
to do so well into the future. The foresight and initiative of the founding
board members is greatly appreciated.

A Columbus Junction man was injured Sunday morning after his shotgun discharged while hunting near Wapello.
Luis Jaramillo, 47, had just left his deer stand at the Indian Slough Wildlife Area northwest of Wapello, when his
shotgun discharged as he was unloading it hitting him in the lower part of the left leg and foot. The incident occurred
shortly before 11 a.m. on Sunday.
Jaramillo was taken by helicopter to University of Iowa hospitals in Iowa City.

City Council to meet tonight
The City of Columbus Junction will hold a regular Council meeting
today, Wednesday, December 9th, 2009, at 5:30 p.m. in the New Civic
Center/City Hall.

CJUMC Christmas Concert
The public is invited to a Christmas Concert entitled “The Spirit of
Christmas” on Wednesday, December 16, 2009, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. at
the Columbus Junction United Methodist Church. Come hear the wonderful sounds of Christmas music by local performers in the beautiful
candle-lit sanctuary and enjoy fellowship and refreshments following
the concert (no admission fee).

Colonial Manor Potluck
Please join Colonial Manor for their annual Family and Friends
Christmas Potluck on Wednesday, December 9th, 2009, at 12:00 p.m.,
in the Resident Dining Room. Chicken, rolls, beverages and table service will be provided. Please bring a dish of your choice. We hope you
are able to celebrate with us!

Empowerment Board to meet
The Des Moines/Louisa County Caring CommUNITY Empowerment Board will be meeting at the First Presbyterian Church, 801 Middle
Street, Mediapolis, IA, on Wednesday, December 16, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.

Free Coffee group to meet
This Thursday, December 10th, our regular Free Coffee group will
meet at 8:00 at the Senior Center. Everyone is invited. Since we meet
early, you have time for a cup before work. Mark the date, bring a
friend and join us for some good company.

Conservation Board to meet
The Louisa County Conservation Board will meet today, Wednesday, December 9, 2009, at 5:30 p.m., at the Louisa County Conservation Board Office.

School Board to meet
The Board of Education for the Columbus Community School District will hold a public meeting on Monday, December 14, 2009, at
6:30 p.m., in the Roundy Elementary School Art Room, 1212 Colton
Street, Columbus Junction, Iowa 52738.

Shellbark Club to meet
The Shellbark Club will meet on Thursday, December 17th at 11:30
at the home of Shirley Finke for a potluck dinner. Each member, please
bring a dish to pass.

Student Council Food Drive
The High School Student Council is holding a Non-perishable Food
Drive from now until December 18th. All food collected will be given
to MCSA (Muscatine Center for Social Action). The winning AAT will
have a pizza party and ice cream. Students should bring their nonperishable food to their AAT teacher. Also, the High School Student
Council will be selling Candy Grams during AAT for students to give
to friends and family members starting next Tuesday, December 8th
through December 18th. Those will be delivered on December 22nd.
A Candy Gram is a candy cane attached to a cut out note that the person
buying the Candy Gram can write a note on to the receiving person.
They will be delivered to the receiving students on Tuesday, December 22nd. The cost is $0.75 for 1 Candy Gram or 2 Candy Grams for
$1.00.

Community Club to meet
The Columbus Community Club will meet this Thursday at Noon
at the Senior Center.

Remodeling underway at CJSB

family night drawing winners
$100 Louisa Bucks - Erik Rees
Swinging Bridge Pillow- Karyn Hills
Swinging Bridge Pillow - Angela Roma
Swinging Bridge Pillow - Preston Dyer
Swinging Bridge Pillow - Javier Iberra
Bonneville Movie - Brenda Wilson
Kicking & Screaming Movie - Jarely Perez

Chasing Christmas Movie - Eva Solis
Kid and I Movie - Lillinna Alvarez
Jack and Jill Movie - Maria Solis
Long Sleeve T-Shirt - Alondra Solis
Long Sleeve T-Shirt - Jose Estrada
Long Sleeve T-Shirt - Ari Ramos
Long Sleeve T-Shirt - Socorro Alvarado

T-Shirt Winners
Liset Montey, Ebodia Alvarado, Marc Estrada, Manny Estrada, Maria Estrada, Ramon
Estrada, Ivan Aguirre, Martha Ortiz, Jennifer Ayala, Maria Revilla, Letty Villanueva, Omega
Villanueva, Sharai Amaya, Cinthia Ortiz, Ricardo Corrales, Carlos Cibrian, Yesina
Lizarraga, Tanner ?, Bryce Martin, Jason Collier, Joey Collier, Lexi Collier, Zack Kilburn,
Andrew Noriega, Noah Noriega, Destiny Noriega, Marcelo Palacius, Gerardo Orozco,
Levy Palacius, Jocelyn Ramirez, Evan Rees, Lorena Santos, Marina Madrigal, Allison
MacKintosh, Tony Orosco, Adrian Ramos, Antonio Ramos, Isaac Guillanna, Brynna
Schwab, Will Schwab.

A remodeling and decorating project began last Monday at the Columbus
Junction State Bank. The project is expected to take two to three months to
complete. A new teller line will be installed to accommodate computer use,
and walls, ceilings and floors will have a new look. Customers are asked to
use the north door when entering while work is being completed on the south
side of the lobby. “We’ll be in some disarray for a while, but all of our
services will still be available for our customers. We thank everyone for their
patience, and we’ll do our best to keep any inconvenience at a minimum.”
said Bank President Mark Huston.

